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The guests were more or less in agreement on the following: 

They remain firmly opposed to any amnesty. 

They continue to want investigations and trials of 
those responsible for killings, disappearances, and 
torture. 

They believe that most pol iticians recognize that 
an accounting for what occurred during the so-called 
"dirty war" mtist take place. 

They believe that whereas the issue of human rights 
was an obstacle to elections and a return to democracy 
a year ago, it no longer is. 


They believe that the issue of human rights can be 
a unifying force in Argentine society, and cite the 
slipport that Congressional candidate Conte is receiving 
from people who are not of his party (Christian 
Democrats), such as Bravo (who is a Socialist), as well 
as from people who are apolitical (students, etc.) 


They believe that now is the time to -make Argentina 
a democracy with the military subordinate to civilians, 
and, i'f they cannot do it now, when the military are 
the weakest and the most discredited they have been in 
decades, then Argentina will never be a democracy. 


%-SD 2 -“ 


If an amnesty law is announced by the military, the 
human rights leaders will try to have it repealed by the 
new Congress next year (although Mignone told the 
Ambassador in May^ifhat Mignone did not believe they would 
be successful in Seeking repeal). 

They believe that t he next six months will be tumultuous. 

They belifeve- that a new Argentina is emerging, and cite 
as. proof the fact that in the internal political party 
elections-tC date, several old war horses have been defeated 
by youngey’leaders. ~ . 

-- They believe that Spain is-: not a relevant model for 
Argdtitina since the Circumstances here are so different 
(primarily the absence of a king and the shortness of time 
Since the '‘dirty war."). 

COMMENT: We think that the human rights leaders over- 

estimate both the strength of their movement within Argentina 
and the willingness of the military to accept trials and 
punishment for actions during the ’war against subversion. 
Nevertheless, the . firmly-held - belief s of the human rights 
leflders (so tie Of whom saw their children disappear during the 
"dirty war"), and their willingness to act on those beliefs, 
are important factors to be watched as Argentina tries to 
stfUggle through its transition to democracy. We also note 
that Of these four leading human rights leaders, three are 
now very active politically: Conte is an announced candidate 

for Congress; Migttdtte appears to be considering his possi- 
bilities (he i9 a Peronist) ; and Bravo is a Socialist who 
the day before this luncheon lead a strike of teachers that 
got about 3j5O0 people in the streets of Buenos Aires, was 
95 percent Successful in Buenos Aires, and 100 percent 
successful in the provinces. 
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